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aid's fountain to 
unveiled soon 

be 
, 

TilE ST"~f-

PEDE. :l work 
in bronze by 
Herman Wa I d , 
for a fountain 

to be presented 
to the Johan
nesburg Ci t y 
Council by Mr. 
Harry 0 p p e n
heimer in 
memory of his 

father. The s pan 
of the a.rc of 
stampedi ng 

sprin"bok is 30 
f eet and its 
height is 1:; feel. 

"Most modern art is a farce; it 
enables every escapee from a 
kindergarten to call himself an 
artist," said H er man Wald. the 
local sculptor . in a n inter view in 
his studio this week. 

Mr. WaJd main tained that 
artists are born - a nd distin
guished between ta lent and true 
genius. He (elt that mos t a bs tract 
art was farcical because it had 
pre tensions of conveying mean
ing. "These so called artists who 
hang a splattered daub on the 
wall or tho~e twisters of wire 
who call themselves sculptors 
and have the nerve to give their 
masterpieces titles UTe the limit," 
he added. 

Salvador Dati, Piccasso and 
Henry Moore wer e classical 
artists,-any pleas ing symphony 
of colour or moulding or r ock did 
not have to convey spiritual 
meaning to be class ifled as a rt, 
but untll Man attained the spiri
tual plane to which his efforts 
at the ephemereal ascribe. he 
should resign himself to earthly 
realities . he said. 

Mr. Wald saId that he owed 
much of his inspiration to Biblt

, cal themes. His studio is crammed 

I 

with interpretations and charac
ters taken from the Bible. A 
particularly pleasing work 
depic ts the c reation of Eve. Mr. 
Wald has spent a lmos t a life 
time perfecting the flowing 
lines of this study. It is not for 
sale! 

There is a woodcut inspired by 
the Song of Songs which for 
purity of form a nd delica cy of 
handiwork is a li ttle master-

• piece. 
It is only recently that Jlerman 

\Vald b as attained r ecognition in 
t he public eye. T his spa t e or good 
fortune coincided w it h the birth 
of h is son. 

The latest work he was commis
sioned to do is tor Mr. Harry 
Oppenheimer in memory ot h is 
father and will be presented to the 
J ohannesburg City Council. It is 
due to be unveiled soon. 

Another gigan tic work commis
sioned at the beginning of the year 
by De Beers is to be presented to 
the city of Kimberley. I t is sym
bolic of the diamond industry -
five men hold a diamond sieve 
above their beads and jets of water 
cascade and shimmer in the sun 
light. creating a symbol ot • 
cIty's wealth .- O.G. 
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