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Every year thou-
sands of Jews
gather at the monu-
ment ta the Six Mil-
lion, which Herman
Wald executed at the
Westpark Cemetery
in Johannasburg.
Each fist represants
one million Jews
murdered by the
MNazis.

“WE NEED momorisls
becouse people Torgel,
Memaorials are mot lor the
dhead, but for the living”
Ihe speaker was Sarmh
Gertrude Millin - the fs-
s Seuth Alrican Jew-
Ish writer. “Every thme we
are in danger of forged-
ting the Six Million dead
this Migure will remind
us", she suid, “In ihis
massive sculpture, Her-
man Wald has devised a
Mting memorial to he
Slx Million Jews kilbed by
Hitler™,

by
A Herald
Reporter
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MEMORIALS ...
FOR THE LIVING

six mighty bronae fisss,
cach almos two metres
high, bursting outl of 1he
groand as a protest of the
Dead, cach fist ropresent-
ing one million Jews who
perished under Hitler, and
each gripping & Shofar,
standing & metres high,
crenting three greal arches
— arches of trial and tribu-
lation through which the
Jewish |p'|¢ have pone
iburing all the perembions o
the Diaspor

In the centre there is 8
4% metre spiralling Mame
shaped Enormal Light. sty-
lised through the medium
of the Hebiew |lethering
“Lor Tertrack™ = “Thou
shalt nof kill™,

Every year the lewish
community joins ogether
sl the Memorial o share
ihe anguish and 1ogether-
mess mnd the pledge

"Mewer Again”, that is Yo
Hashoa — Holocaust Dy

19001 was o busy year for
Herman Wald., Commis-
sioned by Mr Harry Op-
penheimer on the sagges-
thon of the then Mayor,
Councillor Alec Gorshel,
Wald crested his “'Balleri-
nas of the Game Reserve”™,
& light heaned fountxin of
IE hronze leaping Impala,
erected in the centre of
Johannesburg,

A bundred vears ago”™
the sculptor said st the
lime, “impaia were leaping
around here and nowy they
have come back o clakm
the grownd'

Wald was comumssoncd
again that year by Mr Op
penheimer when bo creat-
ed his Diamomd Diggers
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Mosumsent r”'.l_ilrnberl:_\':
TP | Igures of
. rwnm:ru.l diggers,
alding & huge dismaond
washing sieve high above
their heads
It sands in the Emesi
Oppenbeimer  Memaorial
Garden of Kimberley Civ-
i Centre, and 15 one of the
prize atractions in  that
historic city
Herman Wald was born
In Kobosevar, Hungary, on
July Tth, 196 — ope of
the cight children of Rah-
bi Jacoh und Pearl Wald,
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Herman Wald's "Ballerinas of the Game

Reserve'’, a fountain of 18 bronze leaping Im-

pala, erected in the centre of Joehannesburg.

Descended from  seven
generathons of Rabbis, he
Erew up in an atmesphene
of ald-workd Jewish -
thodony, relnforced by a
robust Chassidic tradition
which ket & deep and kast-
Ing Impression on his life
mnd work.

A sensitive nnd impres-
shonable youth, he was

expecied o
Tollow in his father’s foot-
steps. Only when he had
compheied a larger-than-
i bist off Theodor Herzl
in the secrecy of his
mother's storeroam, wis
his [mther traly sware of
Er}mu\ talent, and thus
ol opperse him when
the youngster nanounced
his intention io take up
art seriously in Budapest.
Though bursaries and by
moncy camed singing in
the Sy e choirs, he
studied in Yicnna amd Ber-
fi. When he lefi with the
rise of Higher, he worked
and taught im Paris and
London
O the sugpestion ol his
brodher, Marcas  Wald,
(who continuing the Hab-
hinsc tradition, was Eabbi
of East London), he mads
his way oo South Africa,
and esasblisked 5 sbodio and
an o school, aad held var-
s exhibbtions in South
Africa

He served in the South
African lorces inm 1940
the Engincers Camoaflage
Unit. and afier his dis
charnge in 4, & period of
greal creative activity fol-
lowed, In 1952 he travelled
w the United Seaies, and
held a successful exhibition
in New York., where his
work was compared bo that
of Jecob Epsiein,

The simosphere of his
carly life never forsook
hign, and his delightfil and
endearing sculpiure
“sketches” of scenes and
characters from Jewish
shegil life are treasared by
thase ant lovers who have
woginred them, i South
Africa, England, Europe,
Israel and the United

~2 4

At AL : ...
Five diamond diggers hold a huge diamond washing

tbou

their heads, This work of Herman Wald's stands at the Diamond
Diggers Monument in Kimberley.

Stmtes.

In 17, when the Berea
Hebriw Congregation
opened v new  Syna-
gogue, the members had
a mew imlking point -
Herman Wald's symbaolic
sculpture, “The Wings of
e & hinah®, where the
Holy Ark is encirched by
Islack granite and Manked
by two pwe-inspiring six
metre  high burnished
copper wings, with ihe
two teblets of the Ten
Commandments, also in
flery copper, set high
ahove it

The presence of those
wings has given many si-
lemt hk\::n.p i the young
couples who hive stood
fecing them wundor the
Chupah, on the threshokd
of » new life together

In 197 Herman ‘Wakd
wis commissioned by the
Saandard hank of Salisbury,
a8 1t waas then called, o ex-
ecute his sculpure of 17
great hirds swooping down
10 the waier, but traghcally
suffered a drastsc heant al-
ek wnd passed sasy in thal
caty.

He was hrought back o
Johasine nnd buried i
the head of his Martyrs'
Momament = Westpark, on
his binthday, July 7

The comamission was
carnied out by his son
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Sculptor Herman Wald, adds the finishing
touches to one of his pieces.
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