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OUR DEBT TO HERMAN WALD

Inspiring legacy of a greaf artist

By EDGAR BERMNITEIN

ANGLUISIT AND JOY |

Impelicd by memsorees of Her-
man, | wend io soe spsin e other
publac simary. In the grounds

Herman Weold, whe did se much to enhonee the #et- i e jewish Aped Home 0
wery of Johonnosburg and got o little in returm, hod his Sondrngham sands Bis second
dying wish tulfilled when he was loid to rest in the Weet- yemawial 16 martymed Eoropean

last week: he wos buried ot the foot of the lesmiy, ha statue “Kria™ - the

monument he hod creoted (o ma European Jewry, grivl-radden figure rending i
looking wp to ity six groat Shofrath, clenchad in hands, FFTEAL 0 the niesl B0t of o
last which, according te will g and  defmntly  bbring it

the dead on J Doy. broamt b0 feaven, ai though o

They a0 came 1o s neral =
e Tnends, odd ancd  mew, whom
Bes warTnhes Nedneess el $WGe-
el Ehe patropy wivom hig soft
bemrbedress hasd treated 1oo ::I-
erowsdy: the rich wha had re
paned him down W0 prices thal
marmnl litte bosile whal they losl
wl cmrds o Bn & hore . | .

| inew Meormas Walkd
e i he came o Sowih Afmncs
i 1Y snd e the Eheee decades
wnl o il‘llﬁ’l}oilp I could md help
iy e nunsber o weslihy
prople who were ol baih B
scoopl ki hospmishily a1 the par.
toes b gawe o i stnbin, bal
nover became buvers of e work
& sculpior must sell 1o live

YEARS W STRUAGGLE

Herman Wald was & [ull-time
soulplor. When necesajly drose
liarm i BCoop ofhay Wik, [ was
slwayy & very lEmporary arrange
he gquickly gave up these
n order Lo gl
that way the
mcanimg of life b him st
svidpdisre (il was his  passion,
haos  aleliphd, s cosmaobation =6
Ein peade

LT =1l

Me was forfunaile im thal be
Fonand & wife who snderiosd hn
drram_and | Wi drive. knew ihal
I had I0 credle even when he
hadl no Bresd — and hersell weni
workmg o help keep home and

faimily, | dsnt think | have cver
mwl & woman mewe devaded fi
her Insbaned than hrive, pood
madired,  gver-opkims Vem
I that late & g el
whal-vou-will haid crowed her

path with Herman's, so that she
woeld spend her strenpth 1o cher-

b Liji gemien. She amd theer chil
jirem - Femain with hin  Lmbent
enwy — their

thariy s

alfermman W his life
’I‘l iy youthTul vesrm jn Hungary
B iher Rabbi Jacob  Wald
wan oppoed o Herman laking
ugh eplicr of the two boves of his

rabbimsle,

t=ined  mafey  singing  in

T
pugin choir and opers choroms |
b lusoce hes lewons in art, snd

|
frevim |

| Fioen. dheadd—s0 they s

Menlls g5 B =Y 2 Vi
ra B sludy, scubplong under Prof

Hanak, snsl ko Heddon, Ly study
umder . Praf. Torils, Theas he
worked = & temcher @1 an @
swchad i Landon  belore  he

came o seifle pn Sowuth Afcs
GREAT SCUILFTURES

He grew, he matured, he be-
came, thioagh hin own cllois, &
preat  sculplor - jusl how  grest,
procple will oaly come 1o realise
now Thal he i desd

As | sood among the mof.
mers, al his funersl looking up
al ihat lofty monomend e b
misilded 1o the memaory of Eo-
ropean  Jewry  bulchered by ihe
Maas | wes  mapired anicw by
the magnitide of ils conception
Shadowed by the Second Com-
g dment ("thod ghalt el ke
unio thee § graven im
man had gvisided
mian form, el dnly (hose mas
wive fista on & Mat base, pul b
tween  their clenched [ingers wx
greal pamahorms (the Sholar of
Jowish tradition), one to o
ialisg each million of e sl
ed mairtyrs, the hodns uplifeed
A padrg 10 fonm three arches ovr
am clernal  flame, the [rozen
wmoke of which traced the words
of 1he Snth Commandment; “Lo
Tirzach™="Thou shaki not kill™

I remembered fhe  conmimonal
argaments @t the time — the long

debale beflore that monumen] was
placed in the | nave
| occupies. i should been |
placed &1 the top of 1he roodway. |
in front of e Ohel the
commities af the time thooght

1

wasn'i peoper—that it might make
the Ohel itsclf, an it were seem
like 3 monament to the dix mil
2
pomjtion sway from the Dhel, In
poertion  of  the cemetery

e soldiers are buried
ibval 5 ing b Ehim & fTsong Ap
pron-aale mssocation ., Perhaps

im ibe end A worked out for the
w1 the present
commmitles agieed o ket H::m:.?rr
e Buried next to the monmmment,
whith they wouldn have done if
il had mood B (roal of the Uttl_

for &t Doust

challenge Ceod: “Kill me, tous, of |
ouwmh .. "
And then | wed 10 the Op |
penhesme Fowntam. Behind the
Bismil Strect post office, | the
middie of e cily. Here theie was
e brace of ihe grim sesooial
of ibuese bewash nwspuwniy Hetr
was (he work] on the morning of
the wisth day of crestson, belone
man was faadising] wiil his ess
i and hin carse. Light abd jisg
werg hete in e arching bow ol
impala, leaping across the [oun |
1=in's agway . .. | stood like one |
remsewes] glier the encounier with

'"'I-E.'lul! photogroph of Herman Wold, teken sy he wes

death, welresbd by the ghoam
mrid ipnkle of falling waler, Fp
pling mMnckes, pise-de-vivee — the
ever - feruiTing intooucation ol
lfe"s prirrdas of goodnes | .«

| wemi homs in betler abood
fo ihnk of odber worka by Her-
man Wild: ihe wings of the She
chimah wrapped round the Holy
Ark al the Reiva  Symapogue:
Mosa with the Ten Command:
ments, e of ha early wides
his  magnificent monement S
Heten: Kefler shown &l he last
exlubsion carly this year; that
olher masaive sldy he designod
&t & wir memonal. the prooe sol
dier, face 1o the ground, desd:
his debightiul (igurine. “The Sul-
Iragethe™, which he gave me as &
FifL his wo0d canvings and stud
wex in pune form.

NEBREW THEMES

Hig gt was umiversl, bl deep
Iy influcneed by, Hobiew themse
Same of his besd work . wan gn-
nirgly Jewrsli in concept: ‘not aply
the {wo mopuments 3lready men-
toned, but “the namerous sy
he did of “dsncing Chassddiog
Kilesmiorom with thelr fiddbes: old
Jewish ivpes; the” wives of ihe
PFatrimyche, Abraham and lsac:
Jacob's Ladder; Jobi: snd other
babdics ! (hemes

Why, with all thet richmes of
persthuct bl Gid he not receive s
maberial refurny i@ deserved 1o
bring him? Probably because he
was §on entively the ariisi for ihe
ml-pce of moadern lifle. He could
pol gommercialoe h art: he bhad
rthetr e tasie nor ihe ability
s mader (he busihews hanslhing
of the work he prodoced

He wus o wonderful friend —
wirp. baoyant, beariy, MHe joved
POyl company, good falk, good |
drank , powsd food — enjpoyed molh- |
mg mofe than fhrowing & pary |
witk all of thetm bn fes stmdw on
hiise oogasions when, recelving &
shigue  Tor &  oommssson,
waniyd 0 cplebrate . . . He was |
wlady & Wacher of didinetisn - who

helpext several of our  arteis o
Telld  the jwomise he aaw i)
them . . |

MNesl lp sculplure. he  lowed |

s, ang neNt D s, wriling
~gpecslly epigrana of which
e has kel & comuderable wioie
He alsa wrole, 0 fecenl  pear.
sowmse chiplens of sufobiography
whih he was planning Lo publish
wih hgs epgrame sngd phobos of
his sk His wiilow hopes 1o
carry ki project 0 frsitios . ..

The Jewish community owes @ '

dedl 1o the memory of Herman
Wald N would b 5 [idng gos
fung of il Wore fo spomor & com
megwative  gahibitioa  of ihe
il wodk b s foifl bl

“nnliu’ his exhibition of the President MHotel, Johan-
maosburg, lost March,

Fesin B.A Foese Serves



