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0.0. A 
OUS 

SCULPTURE 
16: GRAND LODGE of Ihe Ilebrew Order or 
"id in Johannesburg has acquirt'd whlll is re­
rded as one or Hf'rman Wald ' s mos t outst anding 
llptures. Entilled " The Blf'ssing" Ihr sculpturt' 
picts an e lderly pious J r w with his ha llds on the 
ad ora ~' oung bo~' with s idecurls in the posturt'of 
~ sshlg h inl. 

;:---

" The Blessing.' 

the unveiling cere-
13>1 "cd!>lr l io",,1 

. r he m~'te r o f 

., I , , 
prcs..-m gener:!­

C.:': w as OCCJu'>C of 
and belid~ of 

Jewi .. h >etlkn, to , 

i>.1r. Vivian M)er~hn 
cxprc,.-c<.l lhe On:.kr", at:>" 
prec iut ion for lh.., f undr~is­
ing cfrons of Mr Abr:!ms 
witbout which the '131 .... 
could nOI have been pun:h· 
J.-ed . 

H ... ~aid th l1t h ... had 
bet>n told by th ... wife of 
the lal ... lIerman Wald 
that Ibe g n;al seulptor 
had drawn 0 11 tbe 111l'm­
ory of lh" face of bt ~ 
father as the model for 
the old man . S ht' said 
t hat the sculptu r ... WaS 

not only ill Ihe form of a 
"ise old man bless ing his 
SOli but a tso symbolic of 
the transference o f the 
and ... n t ,·a lu ... s of 
Judaism. 

[n hi, :w.klrc,s Mr Alex 
Gon.hel. :, fomll'r m:t)""T 
of Johallt1e,buTg and a 
memberoftl11' Ookr spA.., 
"f tfle f riendsh ip thaI he en­
jo~ed with the lale !-kr­
man Wal<.l and ~a id that 
the outSIJndinl; charae­
tcri~tic o f thc man was 
IIWe . He said that Wald 
h~d 10\"l.'d frc('"dom mtd be­
C;1Use o f pat r iotism had 
joined thc army during 
World W"T Tw" c\"Cn aI . 
thou£h he ""as n01 obliEcd 
to do <0. 

M f. Ben,,) Ash the 
Ernnd prc~ idcllt of l~ Heb­
r..,,, Order of David un­
wiled the ,1:,{lI{'" . 
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