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Ou~rage over 
sculptures 

By Hugo Hagen 
PUBLIC outrage poured 
in yesterday about the 
vandalism of the Leap
ing Impala sculpture in 
Johannesburg's Oppen
heimer Gardens, which 
could cost several hun
dred thousand mnds to 
restore. 

The sculpture was virtu
ally demolished over the 
weekend by vandals who 
were presumably trying 10 
se ll the sawn-off parts to 
scrap meral dealers. 

The Greater Johannes
burg Melropolitan Council 
pledged yesterday it would 
restore the sculpture. 

"We be lieve that the 
monument has historical 

value to residents of Ihe 
city, and we will restore it 
to ils original specifica
tions," spokesman Mr 
Jameel Chand to ld The 
Citizen. 

He said a case of van
dalism had been opened 
with Ihe police and an 
internal investigation had 
been launched to establish 
why :.1 security finn that 
was supposed to police the 
area around the clock had 
not detected or prevented 
the vandalism. 

No arrests had been 
made by last night, but 
police spokesman Super
intendent Chris Wilken 
said scrap metal dealers 
could expect tough action 
should they be caught with 

the sawn-off heads and 
legs of the impala thai 
famled the sculpture. 

The work was executed 
by the internationall y 
acclaimed sculptor. Her
man Waldo who was com
missioned by mining mag
nale Mr Harry Oppen
heimer in 1960 to create a 
work " for the enjoyment 
of the public". 

\Vnld' s widow. Vera, 
said her husband went to 
great le ngths to create 
impala that were "exactly 
right". 

" He studied them in 
game reserves and ar lhe 
zoo, making hundreds ('If 
sketches and many clay 
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moocls," 

Yesterday Wald's son. 
Kemplon Park sculptor 
Mike Wald. slepped for
ward to say he was willing 
to repair the damage. 

He said he would CO II
sider it "a work of lo\'e" to 
restore his father's work. 

" It is a big travesty that 
people could sink SO low. 
The sculplUre is hollow 
and f3irly thin in places. 
Whoevcr did it WQuid nol 
gel much for such a small 
amount of bronzc. 

"The restoration re
mains an enormous lot of 
work. The sawn-off heads 
and legs of the impa la 

would have to be copied or 
remoulded and then cast 
professionally before being 
braised on to the remain
ing sculpture." 

Mr Chand was over
joyed on being put in 
touch with Wald Jllr and 
suggcsted that the restora
tion projcct become a joint 
campaign between the 
Ward fami ly. the council 
and The Citizen. 

Mr Chand said the 
council had recently 
approved Mr Oppcn
heimer"s request to move 
the sculpture to a new site 
at 4S Main Street, next 10 
Anglo American's head 
office, 

M, Oppenheimer's 

spokesman, Mr Clifford 
Elphick. was ecstatic thaI 
the sculpture would be 
restored, He said Anglo 
American wanlOO to create 
a pedestrian mall and 
green precinct around the 
head offi ce where the 
sculpture would be situat
, d. 

"we would then be able 
10 maintain and take care 
of the sculpture in a safe . .. en\'lronment, 

Among thosc who 
called The Citizen yester
day 10 express outrage at 
the vandalism was the 
national organiser of the 
SA Union of Journal ists, 
Mr Letlhage Mochadi
bane. 

He said the sculplure 
had been one of Jo
hannesburg' s mOSt impor
lant landmarks, What had 
happened 10 it was "despi
cable", although it was 
ine"itable in a situation 
where the park had been 
taken over by hawkers 10 
Slore their goods, 

"One wonders if Ihis is 
the price of freedom we 
fought for. Perhaps now 
other people will begin 10 
see a reason for protecting 
our landmarks," he said. 

Mr Oppenheimer is 
offering a reward for the 
return of. or information 
leading to the relUrn of the 
pans of the impalas. 


