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THE UNVEILING OF
THE UNKNOWN
MINER

n recognibion of its estoblshment as a result of ond coninbutor 1o Johannesburg ond he min
NG secion Wils 5 unveling a scuipiure of the Unknown Miner gl an evenl that lokes ploce of
the 268 of March 2012 in the Chomber of Mines Bullding. The even! will be hosted by the Vice
Chancelor and Pincipal. Prol. Loyso Nongxa. with the keynote oddrets by Bobby Godsell
former CEQ of AngloGold Ashanti Limited and o National Planning Commissioner. In the late
1¥30s. Hamy Oppenhaimear commissioned Herman Wald (1904 - 1970) to create hwo memaonal
wOorks 1o celebrate the e and aochievemeant ol his lather Sk Brnest Opoenheimeas ona in Kim
berey ond the other in Johonnesburg. It comprises a group of five miners holding up o sieve
The five Aigures form the Diomond Diggers Fountoin installed in Kimberiey in 1959

The Unknown Miner is g costing of one of the five miners and stands at the entrance of the
Chamber of Mines bulding thatl partiolly houses the Foculty of Engineerng and the Bullt Envi-
ronment. The three-meter bronze figure serves os a reminder of the importance of the mining
industry and mining education 1o South Afica's economy. It also serves as a fribute 1o the
many unsung heroes who came rom divense backgrounds and cuttures and who laboured
and sacnficad to estoblsh the mining industry and the City of Gold from 1884

*...
e ; The Unknown Miner was donated 10 Wits by Louls Wald, the son of Herman Wald and wos

o WS =g accepted by Prof. Beatrys Lacquet, the Dean of Engineering and the Built Environment, on

: behalf of Wits University, The second work by Wald, called Stampede (a group of 18 impala
farming an arch over a fountain) was donated to the City ol Johannesburg and now stands in
Main Street.
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