THE CITIZEN

INCORPORATING THE Cover price RLS0
FINANCIAL GAZETTE o Tuesday 16 1999 e o e

Deputy
Tanzania

police
chief
_rohhed

By Eleanor
Momberg
THE Assistant Com-
missioner of the Tan-
zanian Police, Mr
Dominic ~ William
Hayuna, was held up
and robbed of several
thousand rands in
cash and clothes at
the Holiday Tnn in
Beatrix Street, Pre-
toria, on  Sunday

Police _spokesman
CaptainMorne van
Wyk said u suspect
walked into the hotel
at about 8.15pm and
fired a shot at the secu-
ity guard at the recep-
tion desk.
The shot missed the
guard and a struggle
ensued. An accom-
plice then joined the
suspect and robbed Mr
Hayuna, who is appar-
2 ently holidaying in
- South Africa., of his
VISITORS to the Oppenheimer Gardens in central Johannesburg got a | | bricfcase cont
shock when they found the metal heads and legs of a dozen or so leap- | | 1 000 Tanzanian
ing springboks had been sawn off. NTSHAVHENI NELWAMONDO, 6, of | | lings (5200)
Hillbrow, a regular visitor to the park, wonders what happened to the | | clothes.
springboks, a city landmark. Picture by Annalien van Zyl

Jhb sculpture destroyed

By Rodney Victor ~ Mr Harry Oppcn.hcxmcr bert Stret in the central  said.
METAL thieves de-  The thieves sawed off  business district He said Mr Oppen-
stroyed what was proba- {he heads and f:emfv,m., Mr Oppenheimer's heimer had wanted to
i’ly Tohannesburg’s most ally all the springboks in  spokesman, Mr Clifford move the sculpture to a

> 1 Elphick, reacted with
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looking bodies  anger yesterday on being adq
at the weekend — the  of the animals behind. told what had happened 1o 44 Main Street in central
“Leaping _Springboks’ The sculpture has long the sculpture. Johannesburg “so it could

sculpture donated to the  graced the city's Oppen-  “This is more than one TOPAGEZ
city by business tycoon heimer Gardens off Jou- can bloody stomach,” he




Jo’burg’s favourite

sculpture destroyed

be properly cared for”.

“The whole area around
the Oppenheimer Gardens
has deteriorated very
badly, and the display has
been very shoddily treat-
ed.

“We wanted to bring 1t
closer to home, but obvi-
ously this will force us to
rethink the matter,” he
said.

The director of Johan-

nesburg’s Everard Read
Gallery, Mr Mark Read,

said the news of what had
happened was “absolutely
shocking™.

“That sculpture brought
so much pleasure to so
many people. This was
obviously a premeditated
thing — 1t wasn’t like
someone scribbling a
piece of graffiti on a wall
on the spur of a moment,”
Mr Read said.

He immediately con-
tacted Mrs Bridgette Op-
penheimer, and later he re-
ported to The Citizen that
Mrs Oppenheimer was

“most upset” at the news.

“She told me they had
applied in writing to the
council on a number of
occasions to have the
sculpture moved to a safe
place near 44 Main Street,
but the council never once
replied to their appeals,”
Mr Read said.

The Oppenheimer Gar-
dens was once an oasis of
beauty in the city, but has
now become a haunt of
tramps. At night 1t be-
comes a storage place for
hawkers’ trolleys.




